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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2712 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, US 

SUBJ: VISIT BY VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ 

1 . VENEZUELAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES INFORMED EMBASSY APRIL 10 THAT SAG 
HAD ON SAME DAY CANCELLED VISIT OF VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ TO 
SAUDI ARABIA. VISIT WAS TO HAVE BEGUN APRIL 25. CHARGE ADDED 

THAT ORIGINAL PROPOSAL FOR VISIT HAD COME FROM SAG, AND IT MIGHT 
BE MORE ACCURATE TO SAY VISIT POSTPONED SINE DIE. 

2. CHARGE SAID HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO EXPLAIN TO HIS GOVERNMENT THAT 
KING'S HEALTH WOULD NOT PERMIT VISIT TO TAKE PLACE. HE CLAIMED TO 
HAVE BEEN RELIABLY INFORMED THAT KING NEEDED YET ANOTHER OPERATION, 
THIS TIME ON HIS HEART. KING'S DIABETIC CONDITION, HOWEVER, WOULD 

NOT ALLOW OPERA- 
TION TO TAKE PLACE. 

3. WE HAVE ALSO INFORMALLY BEEN TOLD BY SAUDI DIRECTOR OF CAA THAT 
KING IS EXPECTED TO DEPART LONDON SOON AND RECUPERATE FOR ABOUT 
THREE WEEKS IN GENEVA. AFTERWARD, KING WOULD COME BACK TO SAUDI 
ARABIA LANDING FIRST IN JIDDA AND THEN PROCEEDING ON TO RIYADH. 

CAA DIRECTOR ADDED THAT KING KHALID IS BEING ADVISED BY MANY 

OF HIS ASSOCIATES TO GET THE MAXIMUM REST NOW, SINCE HE WILL BE 
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IMMEDIATELY SUBJECTED TO A HARD SCHEDULE ONCE 
HE GETS HOME. 

4. A SAUDI DOCTOR WHO RECENTLY CALLED ON KING SAID HE SEEMED TO BE 
WALKING ALL RIGHT, BUT LOOKED TERRIBLE. 
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